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Nicamgua@ges‘ I
"Diseredit Foes

"By Don Oberdorfer _ = |

The “Tecent expnlslon..of ;t.hree,{
"US. diplomats from Nicaragua -was .

. and Joanne Omang .
" Washingion Post Sttt

the product of a two-year plan, au- *
thorized at high levels. of the leftist .
- Sandinista government “inMans~"
_gua; to discredit democratic oppo-
sition forces there through-a- web of
false accusations, according “to -a-

former official of Nncaraguan state
security.

"The~ former ofﬁcxal, Miguel
Bolanos Hunter, said he was in
charge of surreptitiously filming

) Amencan dlplomats as. part of the

plan and partxclpated in meem:gs-

on the operation that were presided

. over by Lenin Cerna, director of
“the Direccion General de Seguridad
_.del Estado (DGSE), -the Ni-

caraguan Interior “Ministry’s “de-.

_ partment of state security. .

-Bolanos, 24, who led a 60-man

.guerrilla unit in the ‘final battles

that brought the Sandinistas to
power in 1979, defected from Nic- -
aragua six weeks ago by hijacking a

light plane to Costa Rlca. He has

prowded an unexpected intelli- !
gence bonanza for the very US.
_agencies he worked agamst for the.

last three years. - ="~ '
Bolanos had served bneﬂy~after

the Nicaraguan revolution as spe-

. cial -assistant to -the Sandinista
- army+ *chief of wstaff, . Joaqum E

Cuadra.

From January 1980 until his de-.

fection May 7 he was an official of |

state security, nearly all of that
time a counterintelligence-case of-
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~ ficer with special responsibility for
- surveillance of U.S. Embassy -and

glA.actmhesm Nicaragua.:- 7
¥ 38ince Jeaving” Costa ‘Rica about
rvﬂiﬁemeeh"' @artabf»an:ar-

rangement‘mt}n the US. Em’hmy
7 -theré, Bolanos has -been débriefed -
L. exmmvely by :State Depamnen

and ClAofficials: = i=zfbymes

=:*Access 1o him was offered to*re-
portexs‘fcr.."l‘he Washington ‘Post -
‘tby ‘State Depéirtment -officials; who~

* -at the Heritage Foundation, a con-
servative think tank. Washington
Post reporters interviewed him

—there for 13 hours late last week,
with no quatlonsbarred. Lo
©.Various.independent - ~sources

here and in Central America con-
firmed Bolanos" identity, though it

* was impossible to obtain confirma-

STAT

- arranged for meetings with Bolanos -

* ‘tion:of the details he provided of

the secretive and influential- inter-
nal- s&curlty apparatns 4in- Nicara-
o

. - Bolanos' - -account. includes: de-

tailed information about the pres-
ence and role of Soviet, Cuban,
Bulgarian and East German advis-
ers and assistance in the Ni-

. caraguan security apparatus.
.:The defector said their presence
. s extensive, with two high-ranking
.“,Sovnet officers and a Cuban officer
- assigned”as advisers to the 35 Ni-

. caraguans in the counterintelli-

gence  section where Bolanos
_-worked. .
-":He said ‘mapy more such advis-
ers worked with other Nicaraguan
mxhtmy and security forces.
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